
From: Carter, Garrett
To: Scott Roher
Cc: William Hurckes
Subject: RE: [External] Re: Pekin Country Club
Date: Sunday, April 12, 2020 10:51:00 PM

Mr. Roher –
 
I received several emails from your members yesterday, not all of which I was able to respond to.  In
the midst of this worldwide pandemic, all Illinoisans are asked to make sacrifices to slow down the
spread of COVID-19.  Many essential businesses are scaling back business operations, and non-
essential businesses are ceasing operations all together.  We are asking all golfers, including country
club members, to temporarily refrain from golfing and remain in their homes except to perform
essential activities. 
 
Below are the answers to your questions:
 

1. Golf is not an essential activity. By telling your members that they are free to golf when the
State has been clear that golf is not permitted, PCC is violating the Executive Order.

2. PCC should consult with its own attorney on whether it is responsible for its members’
actions.  The members themselves who continue to golf after being instructed not to by the
Illinois State Police run the risk of receiving a citation.

3. Tennis is not an essential activity. Doubles tennis matches with individuals who are not
members of the same household,  who take turns touching the tennis ball then wiping sweat
away from their faces, is probably a good way to transmit COVID-19.  

4. I do not know the referenced individual and cannot comment on alternative means of
exercise for him.

5. PCC should not have any members on their property, unless they are performing minimum
basic operations (payroll, inventory, and security). Traveling back and forth between a primary
home and a vacation home is not essential travel.  This applies to traveling from a home to a
country club. (See Page 7 of the FAQs
https://www2.illinois.gov/dceo/Documents/Essential%20Business%20FAQ.pdf)

6. Golf courses are non-essential.
7. Please refer to the Executive Order which identifies which activities and businesses are

essential, and therefore can continue to proceed on public or private property.
 
Again, determining which businesses and activities are essential is not an easy decisions to make,
and we did not come to this decision lightly.  The more people abide by the Stay at Home order, the
sooner we can contain COVID-19 and return to our daily routines.  We appreciate PCC’s members
abiding by the Executive Order, and doing their part to slow the spread of COVID-19. 
 
Garrett C. Carter
Deputy General Counsel
Illinois Department of Commerce & Economic Opportunity
Garrett.carter@illinois.gov
www.illinois.gov/dceo
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O: 312.814.3132
C: 312.718.4416
 
 
 

From: Scott Roher <sroher@pekincc.com> 
Sent: Sunday, April 12, 2020 4:22 PM
To: Carter, Garrett <Garrett.Carter@illinois.gov>
Cc: William Hurckes <bill@claritygroupmw.com>
Subject: [External] Re: Pekin Country Club
 
Mr. Garrett, 
 
I received a call from the ISP yesterday regarding your email sent to me Saturday April 11, 2020 at
9:13am. After reading your email, I contacted one of our managers to forward your email to
membership. The email should have been delivered to the member’s inboxes around noon.  Yes, I
have received feedback from members and non-members in support of exactly what Mr. McCafferty
eloquently wrote in his email sent to you (I’ve attached it in the event you didn’t see it).
 
I know you’re busy during these times, but I feel if you have time to send me an email closing our
private club, I think you would feel its just as important to answer any questions we have since your
decision could have major financial implications on our members (owners). I would be very
appreciative if you would kindly answer a few questions that I can pass along to membership in
regards the Cease and Desist letter, and the shutdown of our private club, we received Saturday
afternoon. 
 
1. The Cease and Desist letter is for the violation of Governor Pritzker’s Executive Order for
conducting non-essential business. Since the Executive Order was issued, the PCC golf shop is closed,
the clubhouse is closed, no PCC owned golf carts (electric or push) are being allowed, no handicap
scoring is recorded, the driving range is shut down, the flag pins have been removed and our PGA
professional is working on the golf course for the superintendent cutting down trees. With that said,
please inform us of the non-essential business being conducted so we can make sure we are in
compliance with the Cease and Desist. 
 
2. PCC sits on 170 acres with roughly 150 acres having to be maintained (ie; actual golf course). If
owners of their private club (members) take it upon themselves to participate in activities not
allowed on private land (PCC property) is PCC directly responsible for their actions? (The club cannot
possibly monitor 150 acres 24/7. The ISP investigator I spoke with yesterday was in agreement. He
said PCC is not responsible for members actions and I would like to know if you agree with the two
of us). 
 
3. I notice some local park district tennis courts are allowed to be open, but not any golf courses.
And doubles competitions are allowed on the courts. Is there a difference between one half a tennis
court measuring 39’ x 36’ having two people and a 400 yard x 25 yard fairway with 4 people? Do you
feel golfers have a greater chance of spreading or contracting the virus, while practicing social
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distancing, more than a doubles tennis team? (Also, I’m assuming our tennis courts would be open
for play)
 
4. Mr. McCafferty is a long standing member at Pekin Country Club. He plays golf for the enjoyment
of the game, relaxation, friendly competition and exercise. Now that he is not allowed to use the
private course he belongs to and that his monthly dues assists in the payment of property taxes on
this privately owned land, could you please provide some alternative means of exercise, relaxation,
competition and enjoyment I can pass along to him and other members to enjoy on their privately
owned land?
 
5. Other than golf, are their any other activities that the PCC members (owners)
are forbidden to participate on their private land? Assuming the club allows that activity. 
 
6. During yesterday’s press conference, when asked specifically about Pekin Country Club, Governor
Pritzker responded , “....I would discourage people from using a golf course or from opening a golf
course”.  Did the Governor admit we have a choice to open, but rather we did not?
 
7. Finally just to be clear, is it your (Governor Pritzker and the State of Illinois) position that you can
determine and enforce activities which you deem “illegal” occurring on private property during this
time, even tho under normal circumstances and prior to the Governor’s Executive Order, be “legal”
and allowed on private property prior to the Governor’s Executive Order? (Again, assuming the same
activities would be legal under state law)
 
One aspect of my job is to provide answers to memberships in regards to decisions I or the PCC
Board of Governors reach. As a former PCC Board member, Mr. McCafferty knows all too well about
providing answers to members of a private club. However, when decisions are put in place not
coming from myself or the PCC Board of Governors, I still must provide answers. As of right now, I
don’t have any insight into the decisions being made by Springfield in regards to private property at
a privately owned country club, in which I manage. 
 
I thank you in advance for answers to the above questions. I will make sure to pass them along to all
of our members as well as other private clubs who share the same concerns. 
 
Regards,   
 
Scott Roher
General Manager
Pekin Country Club
 
 

Dear Garrett,
 
As an owner of Pekin Country Club your letter you authored was shared
with me today.  I have to wonder when we stopped functioning as a free
society and where you were given the authority to take away my



constitutional rights. Over the years I have invested over a half of million
dollars in the property you believe you have the authority to violate my
constitutional rights to close or limit the activities that take place on the
property. 
 
I would like to bring to your attention that it is far safer for me to use the
property for its intended use than interacting with the businesses you and
your team have deemed essential.  Rather than threatening to punish me
for using private property, I would think you would want to applaud us for
instituting  and practicing safe distancing standards.  You only have to go
to a Walmart, home improvement center, or any other business you and
your staff has deemed essential to witness this firsthand that these
environments are far more dangerous.
 
I would have more confidence in the governor’s efforts to control this
virus had he closed down the CTA, or limited travel in & out or Cook
county, or banned flights from the east coast, but that didn’t happen.  We
only hear in the daily news conferences about Cook county.  You are part
of the Illinois Department of Commerce & Economic Opportunity, it
doesn’t state for Cook county only, it is for the entire state of Illinois.  I
would hope that you will look at the entire state and use a common sense
approach.
 
I have attached an article for you to read from the recent CDGA magazine
which identifies the important health advantages along with a link from a
recent Golf Digest article https://www.golfdigest.com/story/can-you-play-
golf-amid-coronavirus-concerns-with-proper-precautions-yes which
demonstrates that golf can be safe during these trying times.  
 
Prior to the state taking their position, the owner of a semi-private course
in our community had purchased sanitizer for the carts, instituted a policy
of not touching the flags, and had instituted a policy on one person per
cart.  The governor needs to understand that business owners are
responsible.  My hope is that you and your team can read these items and
arrive at a common sense decision on how to move forward, not only for
the private property I am an owner of, but also the many business your
current position will put out of business with your current position.
 
Courtesy of a response would be much appreciated.
 
Respectfully,
 
Michael McCafferty                                                                                                 
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On Apr 11, 2020, at 9:13 AM, Carter, Garrett <Garrett.Carter@illinois.gov> wrote:

Mr. Roher –
 
I received the email below that you sent to members of the Pekin Country Club
permitting golf with restrictions.  As I’m sure you know, Governor Pritzker’s Stay at
Home Order applies to golf courses and country clubs. Golf courses are non-essential
and must not operate, even with the restrictions you proposed.  This applies to both
public and private golf courses. PCC can only perform those minimum basic operations
set forth in the order. I have attached a copy of the Executive Order and the link to the
FAQs that specifically addresses golf courses.
https://www2.illinois.gov/dceo/Documents/Essential%20Business%20FAQ.pdf
 
Please immediately notify your members of your mistake and that they are not
permitted to golf on the premises.  I will follow up with the Tazewell County Sheriff’s
Department to make sure they are enforcing this order.  I will also notify to the Illinois
State Police who also have authority to enforce the Executive Order.
 
The Department did not come to this decision lightly. We are facing an unparalleled
public crisis as COVID-19 continues to spread throughout Illinois.  The Governor is
trying to flatten the curve by keeping people in their homes. Please note that if Pekin
continues to defy this order, it may be subject to an enforcement action.
 
Garrett C. Carter
Deputy General Counsel
Illinois Department of Commerce & Economic Opportunity
Garrett.carter@illinois.gov
www.illinois.gov/dceo
O: 312.814.3132
C: 312.718.4416
 
 
---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Pekin Country Club <sroher@pekincc.com<mailto:sroher@pekincc.com>>
Date: Wed, Apr 8, 2020 at 11:26 AM
Subject: **PCC Update***- Golf with Restrictions
To: Walter Brown
<brownlynnbrown@gmail.com<mailto:brownlynnbrown@gmail.com>>
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***PEKIN COUNTRY CLUB UPDATE***
 
April 8, 2020- 11:15am
 
 
I received a call this mornign from a Sergeant at the Tazewell County Sheriff's
Department concerning golfing at Pekin Country Club. PCC falls under their jurisdiction
and not the City of Pekin.
 
He, his Captain and Chief Deputy all agreed they had no issue with us golfing at Pekin
Country Club. However, we MUST abide by a few simple guidelines:
 
1. MEMBERS ONLY (no guests or reciprocals allowed) 2. Maintain at least  6 ft social
distancing 3. ONE rider per cart (unless accompanied by spouse ONLY) 4. Only private
personal carts allowed 5. Flag sticks have been removed and cups pulled up
 
There is a possibility you could be stopped and asked questions by a Tazewell County
Deputy. They are doing their job to make sure only members are allowed. Please don't
give them any other reason to stop and ask questions. We are very fortunate they are
allowing us to use our course. The more we can keep this under the radar, the more
likely it will remain.
 
Of course, there is always the possibility this can be revoked. So again, please respect
these guidelines and "hit'em straight'!!!
 
 
Stay Safe and Healthy,
 
Scott Roher
General Manager
 
 

State of Illinois - CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this
communication is confidential, may be attorney-client privileged or attorney work product,
may constitute inside information or internal deliberative staff communication, and is
intended only for the use of the addressee. Unauthorized use, disclosure or copying of this
communication or any part thereof is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have
received this communication in error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail
and destroy this communication and all copies thereof, including all attachments. Receipt
by an unintended recipient does not waive attorney-client privilege, attorney work product
privilege, or any other exemption from disclosure.
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